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Lumina Foundation Panel 
Friday, Feb. 9 – Washington, D.C. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Army Veteran Jonathan Ngowaki spoke on a Lumina Foundation panel about being defrauded by DeVry 

University, including the school taking out fraudulent loans without his consent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

      Capitol Hill Congressional Meetings 
      Monday, Feb. 12 – Washington, D.C. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Army Veteran Travis Craig visited Washington, DC to share his story of attending ITT Technical Institute, 

and having loans taken out in his name without his permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office of Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD) Office of Sen. Ben Cardin (D-MD) 

       Social Media HERE     Social Media HERE 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963087809950175233
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963099657785282560


 

     Capitol Hill Congressional Meetings 
      Monday, Feb. 12 – Washington, D.C. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Mark Takano (D-CA)    Office of Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) 

Social media HERE and HERE   Social media HERE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sen. Dean Heller (R-NV)   

Social media HERE                     Social media HERE and HERE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Education Department Hearing Testimony 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Army Veteran Travis Craig testified at the Education Department about attending ITT Tech. 
Social media HERE, HERE and HERE 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963177783211036673
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963184004626354177
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963097067102064640
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963825069003825152
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963824809921712130
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963840742807494658
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963170576083931136
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/963170674306113537


 Student Veterans Congressional Panel 

        Thursday, Feb. 22 – Washington, D.C. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES hosted a panel of student veterans in the House Veterans Affairs Committee before a packed room of 

Congressional staff. VES Vice President Tanya Ang moderated the panel, eliciting the students’ stories of 

what is and is not working in higher education for military veterans. (HERE, HERE, HERE, and HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jamie Huebert, Navy, Kaplan     Social media HERE, HERE and HERE 

Omar Andrews, Marine Corps, U of Southern Maine  Social media HERE, HERE and HERE 

Wesley Hughes, Army, Georgetown     Social media HERE, HERE and HERE  

Rachael Milam, Air Force, NOVA Community College  Social media HERE, HERE and HERE  

Francheska Salazar, Army, Anne Arundel College   Social media HERE, HERE and HERE 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/966736715984621568
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/966744450729824256
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/966740141321740293
https://twitter.com/territaylor/status/966738597075476485
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/970680655515389955
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/971016173944000513
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/971019130320060416
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/968596806417428480
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/968596813791064064
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/968596823219851264
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/968328548011343872
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/968330183928438784
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/968330187778723843
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/971024064771973121
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/971024070442614784
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/971024075123560448
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/971030725666492416
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/971030731240693762
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/971030733400825856


Office of Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA) 
    Thursday, Feb. 22 – Washington, D.C. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jamie Huebert told Sen. Kaine’s staff about being defrauded by Kaplan. (HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

      Office of Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) 
      Friday, Feb. 23 – Washington, D.C. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Omar Andrews told Sen. Collins staff about his experiences as a student veteran. (HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/966823855183552516
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/967116745591975936


Senator Richard Burr (R-NC) 
    Thursday, April 5 – Winston Salem 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Senator Richard Burr met with 4 current and former North Carolina student veterans. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  April McDonald, Army National Guard, U of Phoenix  Social media HERE, HERE,  

  Jason Christian, Navy, American Intercontinental University          HERE, and HERE 

  Charles Calamese, Army, Winston-Salem University 

  Roby Lovett, Navy, Forsythe Technical Community College 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Nashville Film Festival 
Thursday, May 17 – Nashville 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Marine Corps Veteran Will Walker told the audience about being defrauded by ITT Tech. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social media HERE, HERE, HERE, HERE, HERE and HERE 

 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/982002309579329536
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/982002320224522241
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/982002346870935552
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/982002357117603841
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/998645840058179585
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/998645842524426240
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/998645845091323905
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/998645847419179008
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/998645851353382912
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/998645857573535744


Brooklyn Film Festival 
Monday, June 4 – Brooklyn 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Army Veterans Milo Jones (L) John Andrew (R) spoke with a reporter and told the audience about their bad 

experiences at ITT Technical Institute and U of Phoenix, respectively. (News media HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

        Georgetown Law Panel w/ Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) 

  Tuesday, June 5 – Washington, D.C. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Army Veteran Andrea Carlton shared her story of being defrauded by Brown Mackie college. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social media HERE and HERE and HERE and HERE 

https://hechingerreport.org/military-veterans-decry-debt-useless-diplomas-from-for-profit-colleges/
https://twitter.com/gibillrights/status/1004379101665398785
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1004108432667021318
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1004088182303088640
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1004089086817329153


“We the Action” Video 
Tuesday, June 5 – Washington, D.C. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Army Veteran Andrea Carlton taped a video with “We The Action” and met with Rep. Ted Lieu’s staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social media HERE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

      Office of Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA) 
  Tuesday, June 5 – Washington, D.C. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Media HERE 

https://twitter.com/gibillrights/status/1004091808169721856
https://twitter.com/gibillrights/status/1012354236523466754


Capitol Hill Panel and Screening 
Tuesday, June 19 – Capitol Hill 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES co-hosted a screening of the “Fail State” documentary with Rep. Seth Moulton, where Marine Corps 
Veteran Zach Hastie, who is featured in the film, told Congressional staffers about being defrauded by ITT 

Technical Institute. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social media HERE, HERE, HERE and HERE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

        Student Veterans Congressional Panel 
  Thursday, June 12 – Capitol Hill 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES organized students’ voices at a House Veterans Affairs Committee panel with Chairman  

Rep. Phil Roe (R-TN) and Ranking Member Rep. Tim Walz (D-MN). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyronda Brown, Navy, American University      

Malia Fry, Gold-Star Wife, children using the Fry Scholarship 

Glenn Shephard, Army, ITT Technical Institute (when it closed) 

Rachael Mill, Air Force, Northern Virginia Community College 

Social media HERE, HERE, HERE 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1009197270619869184
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1009197285740343296
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1009197294388903936
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1009197302534279173
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1017441712954847233
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1017433377752928257
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1018843805246738432


      Closed School Veteran Meetings 
         Thursday, July 12 – Capitol Hill, VA Dept 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES facilitated a meeting for Glenn Shephard with Rep. Sarbanes (D-MD), as well as VA reps to talk 

about having 8 months of his GI Bill benefits restored, after ITT Tech closed while he was enrolled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social media HERE and HERE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

        Rep. Lou Correa (D-CA) District Meeting 
        Wednesday, August 29 – Santa Ana, CA 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rep. Lou Correa met with 4 current California student veterans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buddy Summit, USMC, Saddleback College  

         Aaron Edwards, USMC, Saddleback College  

         Rose Adon, Navy, Saddleback College 

        Terence Nelson, USMC, Saddleback College 

Social media HERE and HERE 

https://twitter.com/tyson_manker/status/1017488161151254528
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1017488718960254977
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1034930760245866496
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1034931526272569346


       Education Dept. Proposed Rulemaking Hearing 

         Monday, Sept. 10 – Washington, D.C. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES brought Colorado student veterans Jarrod Thoma and his wife Mindy to Washington, both of whom 

testified at the public hearing about protecting students and veterans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social media HERE and HERE and HERE and HERE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Capitol Hill Congressional Meetings 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES facilitated Congressional meetings for the Jarrod and Mindy Thoma (and their children) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-CO)  Office of Sen. Cory Gardner (R-CO) 

        Social Media HERE and HERE  Social Media HERE and HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office of Sen. Michael Bennet (D-CO)      Office of Rep. Mike Coffman (R-CO) 

        Social Media HERE     Social Media HERE 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1039171532860399616
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1039171730223386626
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1039244262817390592
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1039244449451319298
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1038096874409013248
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1039244467600019462
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1037746547776204800
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1037762438886772737
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1037764398859907077
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1037792063725686785


Education Dept. Proposed Rulemaking Hearing 

         Tuesday, Sept. 11 – New Orleans 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES brought Army Veteran Renee Seruntine, a former student veteran, to give testimony against  

the rollback of student protections. (HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

        Rep. Scott Peters (D-CA) District Meeting 
        Thursday, Sept. 20 – San Diego 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rep. Scott Peters met with 3 local student veterans and members of San Diego Veterans Legal Clinic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Cabrera, Navy, ITT Technical Institute (when it closed) 

Steven Padilla, Army, National University 

Eric Dean, Navy, National University 

Bob Muth, USMC, USD Law Veterans Clinic 

Social media HERE, HERE and HERE 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1039590715846746112
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1042906462866075648
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1042906483543945216
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1042906498630856704


National College Access Network (NCAN) 2018 

         Monday, Sept. 24 – Pittsburgh 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES brought Marine Corps Veteran Omar Andrews to NCAN 2018 in Pittsburgh to participate in a student 

panel and share his educational experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Social media HERE, HERE, HERE, HERE and HERE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         Education Writers Association Conference 
        Wednesday, Sept. 26 – Las Vegas 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES brought Army Veteran Tiffany Jones to share her experiences in higher education. HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1044294836491354112
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1044310679296118791
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1044333420447453184
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1044959111929049088
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1044959555749376000
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1044934743794601984


U.S. Consumer Hearing 
Friday, Oct. 19 – New Orleans 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES organized an opportunity for, and helped, the Louisiana Commander of The American Legion to 

confront US Consumer Financial Protection Bureau head Mick Mulvaney over his plan to cease 

investigations for Military Lending Act violations. Video HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   “Navigating College Success for Military-Connected Students” 
        Friday, Oct. 19 – Sterling, VA 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES organized a public forum on student veterans, featuring Navy Veteran Michelle Tremblay, with help 

from Civic Nation and Young Invincibles at Northern Virginia Community College. HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1054019757249183744
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1053617706891649026


  Hollywood Film Opening Weekend 
 Friday, Oct. 19 – Los Angeles 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES brought defrauded USMC veteran Murray Hastie and his wife to the grand opening of “Fail State,”  

a documentary co-produced by Dan Rather about for-profit school abuses. HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         Rep. Adam Smith (D-WA) District Meeting 

        Monday, Oct. 29 – Seattle 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rep. Adam Smith (ranking member of the House Armed Services Committee) met with 2 local student 

veterans who attended for-profit universities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dashawn Taylor, Army, University of Phoenix 

Brandie Smith, Navy, National University 

 

Social media HERE and HERE 

Congressman Smith Retweeted VES Tweets after the meeting, HERE and HERE 

https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1054044825178132481
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1056991571873132544
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1056993468558372865
https://twitter.com/RepAdamSmith/status/1057355698512773120
https://twitter.com/RepAdamSmith/status/1057355550323806211


    “Navigating College Success for Military-Connected Students” 
        Tuesday, Oct. 30 – Dallas, TX 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES co-organized and co-hosted a public forum on student veterans with Young Invincibles 

and Civic Nation at El Centro Community College in Dallas, TX. VES brought Marine 

Corps veteran Renee Monczynski and Gold-Star Wife Malia Fry to participate. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social media HERE, HERE and HERE 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Student Success Panel | TICAS 

Monday, Oct. 29 – Washington, D.C. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VES brought Andy Kmiecik, member of the Air National Guard, to Capitol Hill to participate in TICAS 

event, “Of Metrics and Markets: Measuring Post-College Employment Success” that included a discussion 

with Congressional staffers. (HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/College_Promise/status/1057629791103389696
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1057607541260238850
https://twitter.com/YoungInvincible/status/1056956327837208576
https://twitter.com/GiBillRights/status/1072578874704359424


 

 

 

 

Connecting Veterans with News Outlets 
 

 

  

Bloomberg –Featuring VES Student Veteran 

Monday, May 22 – Nationwide 
 

 

Through VES, Army Veteran Jonathan Ngowaki spoke with Bloomberg about his unfortunate experience at 

DeVry University, and the fraudulent behavior he encountered. (HERE) 

 

 

 

The Denver Post – VES Student Veteran Op-Ed 

Monday, June 25 – Denver, CO 
 

 

Through VES, Army Veteran Jarrod Thoma published an op-ed in the Denver Post about his time at DeVry 

University, the false promises he encountered, and hewing to the rules of non- lobbying education, why a 

proposed bill would hurt, not help, students in higher ed. (HERE) 

 

 

 

The New York Times – Featuring VES Student Veteran 

Monday, August 17 – Nationwide 
 

 

Through VES, Army Veteran Stephanie Stiefel was featured in a New York Times op-ed about her time at the 

defunct for-profit school, International Academy of Design and Technology, in Tampa, the false promises she 

encountered, and the six-figure student loan debt she is now burdened with. (HERE) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://about.bgov.com/blog/student-debt-surprise-veterans-get-loans-without-knowing/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/06/25/gop-higher-education-legislation-will-hurt-service-members-veterans-and-their-families/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/17/opinion/betsy-devos-for-profit-colleges.html
Tyson Manker



