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Veterans Should Have the Right to Use Their Hard-Earned Educational Benefits

Supreme Court To Hear Case Potentially Allowing Veterans Access To Education
Funding Benefits Already Earned, which VA Deemed As Double-Dipping

WASHINGTON, D.C.- June 27, 2023. The Supreme Court on Monday agreed to hear a case
that would potentially allow veterans who have earned both the Montgomery Gl Bill and the Post

9/11 Gl Bill (through separate periods of military service) to use both benefits for their education.

In Rudisill v. McDonough, the central issue revolves around determining whether a veteran who
has completed two distinct periods of qualifying military service and fulfilled the eligibility
requirements for both the Montgomery Gl Bill and the Post-9/11 Gl Bill can receive a combined

total of 48 months of educational benefits from both programs.

"We are pleased the Supreme Court granted cert as this case raises important
questions regarding veterans’ rights when they have qualified for both the Post-9/11 Gl
Bill and the Montgomery Gl Bill. When veterans serve their country through additional
periods of military service and thereby qualify for both Gl Bill benefits, we do believe they
have the right to those benefits," said Della Justice, Vice President of Legal Affairs for

Veterans Education Success.

Should the Supreme Court rule against the Department of Veterans Affairs’ interpretation of how
the programs must be administered, veterans with two separate qualifying periods of service

may be entitled to use both Gl Bill benefits with maximum flexibility up to the 48-month cap.

The case will be heard during the Supreme Court term that begins in October.

MORE ABOUT DELLA JUSTICE

Della Justice currently serves as the Vice President for Legal Affairs for Veterans Education
Success. She previously worked as Assistant Attorney General in the Commonwealth of
Kentucky Attorney General’s Office for Consumer Protection. There she became a state and
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national leader in unfair, false, misleading, and deceptive trade practices in the for-profit college
industry. She served as the lead negotiator in a U.S. Department of Education rulemaking.

Veterans Education Success is a nonpartisan organization whose mission is to advance
higher education success for veterans, service members, and military families and to protect the
integrity and promise of the Gl Bill and other federal education programs. The organization
offers free help, advice, and college and career counseling to servicemembers, veterans, and
their survivors and families using federal education benefits and helps them patrticipate in their
democracy by engaging with policymakers. Veterans Education Success also provides
non-partisan policy expertise to federal and state policymakers and conducts non-partisan
research on issues of concern to student veterans. Additional information is available at
www.vetsedsuccess.org.
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